PERSPECTIVES

was not merely precise and accurate, but subtle; and
the pulse of their verse was more passionate and restless
than might have appeared tolerable, even to the most
understanding poets of the older generation. But, for
the first time since the belated flowering of the roman-
tics in the i82o's and 1830*5, the poet spoke with the
ardor of the genuinely inspired singer. Of the two
prominent poets, Liliencron is the more casual and, at*
times, the more attractive: Byronic verve (Poggfred,
1896) is in him combined with a singularly brit-
tle and musical sensitivity; indeed, poet and soldier
(Adjutantenritte, 1883) seem naturally and effec-
tively in unison. Dehmers work, on the other hand,
is distinguished by a strong metaphysical impulse; in-
debted to Nietzsche, to his rhythm and imagery more,
perhaps, than to the substance of his thinking, Dehmel's
poetry (Aber die Liebe, 1893; Weib und Welt, 1896;
Verwandlungen der Venus, 1907) rises from the af-
firmation of pagan abundance and vitality to a genu-
inely religious attitude of universal love. The physical
and the spiritual, "Eros" and "Agape" were in him
equally present. With his humanitarian sense of social
responsibility, he influenced the working-class poets
soon to emerge, whereas his realistic and earth-bound
outlook separated him from the dithyrambic effusive-
ness of the later expressionists.